
 

 

5th June 2022 

                                 Organised by Plumpton Parish Council  

                                       and Plumpton Village Society 

 

                                   Soapbox racing is all about having fun! 

Nobody wants to be hurt nor to hurt anyone else, therefore there must be   

some rules so that everyone can stay as safe as possible. 

Please read the following so that we can all have  

an exciting and exhilarating day. 

Rules 

1. The event will be held on a track in the centre of Plumpton Race Course as 

part of the Plumpton Big Event Day to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee. 

An entry form must be completed and sent to 

plumptonvillagesociety@gmail.com before 5 May 2022 with the entry fee of 

£10. 

 

2. Suitable insurance for each driver must be taken out for the soap box 

activities.  We suggest Sports Cover Direct www.sportscoverdirect.com who 

provide cover for a reasonable premium.  There are no age limits.  We do not 

have any connection with Sports Cover Direct and do not earn any 

commission.  Should you wish to use a different company, you are welcome 

to do so, but please let us have details of their cover ahead of the day. 

 

3. Each team member will be required to sign a disclaimer before racing. This 

will affirm that they have walked the track and have understood the 

organisational and safety arrangements and that they feel safe and happy to 

take part in the race. 

 

 

mailto:plumptonvillagesociety@gmail.com
http://www.sportscoverdirect.com/


General Conditions 

1. Up to six (6) persons are allowed per team, with one driving the soapbox at any one 

time. One passenger is allowed per soapbox, but they must be part of the team and 

dressed accordingly. 

2. Team members can be of any age, however the driver must be 10 years old or 

above. Any participant aged under 18 must have the above disclaimer countersigned 

by a parent or guardian. 

3. Any one of the maximum six team members are permitted to be a driver on the race 

day so long as they have proof of third party insurance and have done the safety 

briefing and walk of the track before racing.  The purpose of the walk of the track is 

to enable the driver to get the feel of the course. The plan will be for each soap box 

to have two runs, maybe more if time allows. 

4. For the safety of drivers and spectators, converted ride-on mowers and “quad” type 

vehicles will not be allowed to compete. 

5.  Registration will commence at 10.00 am on Race Day. 

6. The Organiser’s reserve the right to refuse entry to any team without explanation. 

Their decision will be final. 

7. Soapboxes will be checked for safety after registration. Please make sure your 

soapbox complies with our rules and regulations as it would be disappointing to get 

this far and be told you can’t race. 

8. We encourage fancy dress, and well decorated soapboxes. Make yourself noticed!  

9. The team members may do a short send off routine to wish the driver luck and to get 

the crowds excited.  This is to last no longer than 30 seconds.  

10. Prizes will be presented when all the runs have been completed.  There will be three 

categories, speed (adults only), wacky designs (adults and under 18s) and the best 

drive from under 18s. 

Soap Box Specifications 

1. Your soapbox can have a maximum width of 1500mm to its extreme edges and a 

maximum length of 2400mm 

2. We need to try and make sure you don’t go face first into the hay bales or the kerbs, 

therefore the driver and any passenger must be seated with feet forward. The neck 

height of the driver must be a minimum of 600mm and a maximum of 1meter from 

the ground when seated. 



3. There must be no sharp edges inside or outside your vehicle, or anything that could 

cause damage to spectators or marshals in the case of a crash. This means NO GLASS 

or PERSPEX that can shatter. 

4. Drivers must remain seated at all times. 

5. There must be 3 or 4 load bearing wheels and a braking device. This is important. 

Your vehicle must be able to hold itself stationary on the start line incline and slow 

down and stop after the finish line. 

6. The driver’s seat and any passenger seat must be secured to the chassis of the 

soapbox. 

7. Soapboxes must be designed to carry a driver in a feet-first direction. One passenger 

can be carried, also in a feet first position. 

8. Any instrument within the soapbox must be designed with safety in mind. You don’t 

want to impale yourself if you crash. 

9. The soapbox must be family friendly in design. If it is deemed inappropriate, you will 

not be allowed to race. 

10. No team member will be allowed to compete under the influence of alcohol, drugs 

or medication.  

11. “Feet on the front axle” steering is not allowed. 

12. Lean” steering (e.g. skateboard) is not allowed 

13. Skid steering is not allowed. 

14. Steering must not have excessive play when controlling the axle. 

15. The driver must be able to enter and exit the soapbox without the need to remove 

bodywork. 

16. Soapboxes are designed to run on gravity only. No motors or pedal power allowed. 

17. No flywheel or kinetic energy recovery (KERS) systems are allowed to be used. 

18. Consider a seatbelt. 

Safety Regulations: 

1. The purpose of the event is to have fun, but the safety of the team, supporters and 

spectators is paramount throughout the day. 



2. Accordingly, the Organiser’s reserve the right to amend these rules or go above and 

beyond their guidance. 

3. All members of the team will be required to sign a disclaimer as part of the entry 

form, and these will be checked to ensure all team members present on the race day 

have signed. 

4. All drivers must walk the course. 

5. Teams are responsible for the ongoing risk assessments on their soapbox during the 

event and are obliged to report any change they make to their soapbox before 

racing. 

6. The use of Pyrotechnics are allowed however they must not ‘fire’ from the cart. 

Smoke or small silver jets (gerbs) are allowed but must be attached to the vehicle 

somewhere that will withstand the heat of the Pyro. Fireworks or similar are not 

allowed. 

All pyrotechnics must be inspected by the race organiser before they 

are used. 

Team Clothing: 

1. The driver’s (and passenger) body and limbs must be fully covered by suitable 

clothing such as; heavy duty overalls, a karting suit, motorcycle leathers or similar. 

Sturdy footwear and abrasion resistant gloves must be worn. 

2. Fancy dress is encouraged, just make sure you have the correct clothes on 

underneath. 

3. The driver must wear a EU certified safety helmet at all times when competing. This 

can be a cycle helmet, a motorbike helmet or a motocross helmet, but not a metal 

colander. 

Disclaimer: 

No expressed or implied warranty of safety shall result from publication of or compliance 

with these rules and regulations. 

 This is not a guarantee against injury or death to any participant, spectator or official. 

The organiser’s reserve the right to refuse entry. 

Event organisers shall be allowed to impose any further restrictions and to permit deviations 

from any of these specifications. Any deviations from this specification are left to the 

discretion of the event organisers. 



No expressed or implied warranty of safety shall result from any such deviation from this 

specification. 

 The organiser’s decision will be final. 

 

For inspiration :-  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcpZr0ZKrQA&list=PLzD7yFTxHUSprL4AKDdveu89SlB5l

dw-C&index=3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGGCBsaZDq0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcpZr0ZKrQA&list=PLzD7yFTxHUSprL4AKDdveu89SlB5ldw-C&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcpZr0ZKrQA&list=PLzD7yFTxHUSprL4AKDdveu89SlB5ldw-C&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGGCBsaZDq0

